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Abstract 

 

This Ph.D. proposal addresses the practice of ‘dress' among sub-cultural and countercultural 

groups and its relation to digital and wearable technologies. It considers ‘dress' as an extension of the 

body, medium for projecting a view or symbolizing a discourse, instead of approaching it as a 

form of a fashion trend. By studying performances of embodiment in the digital sphere, I will 

analyze the shift from the corporeal representation of the physical world into the virtual realm 

and Social media. This Ph.D. questions how the new wearable technologies - especially the use 

of Augmented reality - may bring back the immediacy of the body as a ‘territory' of action by 

‘materializing' digital realm's ‘visibility' on and around our bodies. Specifically, how the use of 

wearable technology may then reflect social performing of identities and sociality in the broader 

sense. The proposed doctoral project evaluates some of the social and ethical consequences of the 

use of Augmented reality, while it dominantly contributes to the field of studying new ways of 

the performance of the body and human embodiment within the digital materiality. 

 

Research questions 

 

Taking Merleau-Ponty's "body-subject", the permanent condition of experience, exposure, and 

perception (Merleau-Ponty, 2015), its layers of flesh, skin, dress and in the near future the ‘digital 

skin’, the augmented reality embodied dimension of our being, I will be scrutinizing in the 

proposed PhD project the following research questions: How can the body in the digital age be 

seen (lived in) as the new territory of reflection, subversion, and resistance? How is the body 

transformed, extended, and fashioned in the virtual worlds of the Internet and Social media 

perpetuated by the lack of tactile ‘materiality'? What are the effects of medias on ideas about 

corporeal identity, gendered performativity and displaying subversive thinking? 
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